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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study 1) socio-economic condition of farmers, 2) Gros
Michel banana production and marketing, -3) basic knowledgement of farmers on Gros Michel banana
production and marketing for export, 4) needs of farmers in information involved the extension of Gros

Michel banana production for export, and 5) problems and suggestions of farmers on an extension of Gros
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Michel banana production and marketing for export. The population consisting of 122 Gros Michel
banana farmers in Chaiya District, Surat Thani Province were interviewed for collecting data. —Statistics
used were to determine frequency, percentage, maximum value, minimum value, mean, and standard
deviation.The results revealed that 1) most interviwed farmers were male with the average age of 42
years, married, finished primary education, and had an experience Gros Michel banana of 1-5 years. They
gained knowledge from relatives or neighbors at the most level, government brochures, and websites
were also the importamt media. 2) The crop production area was sloping type, unprepared soil, 3x3
meters spacing; phosphate fertilizer and organic fertilizer were used at the layer of planting holes. The
crop was usually planted in May to June and trimmed in summer. Weeds were controlled by human 2
times/crop production; harvest date was determined by the age of the crop (5-10 months); diseases and
insects were controlled by biological method; crop yield was less than 100 kilograms/crop production.
3) Tha farmers could answer correctly in the topics of planting space, soil preparation for planting, and
suitable soil for Gros Michel banana production repectively. 4) The extension on production and
marketing of Gros Michel banana were needed by farmers, personnel media were needed at the highest
level followed by the electronic media and print media. Demonstration, lecture, workshop, and field trip
were also needed. Furthermore, 5) the problems of Gros Michel banana production were found
inckuding soil infertility was at the highest level, followed by unsuitable planning area, multiple cropping
harvesting, and drought. The suggested that farmer group for Gos Michel production should be formed.

Fire prevention, crop protection, planting and maintaining crop should be educated. Moreover they

needs the support of fund for investment.

Keywords: Farmer needs, Agricultural extension, Gros Michel Banana, Surat Thani Province
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